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they came in another expedition. They were
again beaten and retired. Now they came for the
fourth time. Twenty-four years had passed since
the battle of Talikota and Venkatadri had been
king for four years ; and it looked as if a crisis
like the crisis of the battle of Talikota had again
come to the kingdom. The second day after the
enemy laid siege to Penukonda, Lakshumamba,
mother of the Yuvaraj, Sriranga Raya, was kneel-
ing in front of the image of Krishna in the temple
within the precincts of the palace and praying:
" My God, preserve this kingdom which is yours."
Her daughter-in-law, Yashoda Devi, was helping
her mother-in-law in the worship and, as the old
woman prayed, was attending to the lights near
the image of Krishna.

Sriranga was not a competent prince. If
Rama Raya had ruled for some years the young
-man might have learnt from the father something
about the art of government, but the father's
death deprived him of that privilege. When
Venkatadri became king this boy was less than
sixteen years old. Lakshumamba had some hope
at the time that her step-son Thirumala or her own
son, this Sriranga, might become king. In that
she was disappointed. She was, however, happy
abo^t one thing. King Venkatadri, her brother-